POLITICAL SPEECHES
Performance Exile by Anastasia Ax – Saturday, May 31, 20:30
Artistic performance by Dean Spunt, No Age member –
Saturday, June 7, 20:30. A party will follow
with DJ set by Lo-Fi, among others
Premiere of Allan Sekula’s last film The Forgotten Space
in Greece – Thursday, June 19, 20:30
On Saturday, May 31st, at 20:30, Kunsthalle Athena inaugurates its annual parallel events
programme Political Speeches! Firstly, Anastasia Ax will transform her installation Exile
through a dynamic performance. Then, Dean Spunt, No Age member, will present on June
7th an artistic performance for the first time in Greece. A party with DJs will follow! Among
them the artist Lo-Fi. Finally, on the 19th of June the premiere of the last film by Allan Sekula
The Forgotten Space in Greece will take place.
Accompanied by raki and beer in our unique terrace.

To download visual material, please visit the link below:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/n0geedtn2toayel/AABht2KwDDdzXUGOwcGZw2S9a
For more information or visual material please contact:
Eleanna Papathanasiadi +30 6974 387364, press@kunsthalleathena.org
Or visit our homepage www.kunsthalleathena.org or our press page: www.kunsthalleathena.org/press

Anastasia Ax is altering her installation Exile in the presence of audience.
Saturday, May 31st, at 20:30

Anastasia Ax, PAN THEON, Moderna Museet, 2012, Stockholm, Courtesy of the artist, Photo by Henrik Montgomery

The work Exile by Anastasia Ax is being altered in its second stage. Through a performative
event, which combines action and sound, the installation Exile will undergo a brutal transformation.
Anastasia Ax’s mediums for this performance will be her body, water, ink and microphones which
will transmit the sound of her movements and her voice. Her intention is to give the villageconstellation new shape and meaning.
At the same time the use of ink takes new significance not only as part of a drawing tradition, but
as an element of poison and bile, melancholy and devastation. For the artist every performance is
a new experience, a meeting between the performer and the audience in which the raw energy is
transferred to meet the viewer in an unpredictable situation.
The launch of the new book by the artist under the title ANASTASIA AX, 2007-2013 will take place
at the same evening.

On Saturday, June 7th, 20:30
Kunsthalle Athena proudly presents Dean Spunt, member of noise punk act No Age
and visual artist, for a unique performance!
A party with DJs will follow! Among them the artist Lo-Fi.

Photo by Dean Spunt

As part of the performance series Political Speeches, Dean Spunt will present a special action.
By drowning cassette players in paint inside vessels of glass, Spunt approaches sound almost as
matter, but also as spectre, and through its slow degradation he allows sculptural sonic ‘objects’ to
evolve. What we see (and especially what we hear) is the sound of disintegration, a
representational approach to sound itself. By damaging the initial record on tape, we become
witnesses of another carving on tape, that of an artistic gesture, where we experience the friction
amongst the materials and perceive an almost tangible aspect of sound the moment we see its
trace dematerialising.
Dean Spunt was again in Greece in 2011. The duo No Age played music that accompanied Doug
Aitken’s Black Mirror live theatre performance, produced by the DESTE Foundation in collaboration
with the Athens Festival.

Premiere of the last film by Allan Sekula (1951-2013) The Forgotten Space in Greece
(duration 110 minutes). Short presentation of the film before the screening and Q&A

afterwards.
Thursday, June 19th, at 21:30

Allan Sekula & Noël Burch, The Forgotten Space, 2010, film still

Kunsthalle Athena is pleased to host as part of the Political Speeches series the video artist
Lindsay Foster who will present the last film by Allan Sekula (1951-2013) in collaboration with
Noël Burch.
Lindsay Foster was student of Allan Sekula during and after her MFA at the California Institute of
the Arts (CalArts). At Kunsthalle Athena the artist will present his last film The Forgotten Space
(duration 110 minutes), a short introduction on the work of the leading American artist and her
mentor Allan Sekula.
Before the film the video Downward Ascension by Lindsay Foster will be screened. The evening
will close with an open discussion and questions from the audience.
The Forgotten Space by Allan Sekula in collaboration with Noël Burch, 2010, duration 110
minutes
The Forgotten Space follows container cargo aboard ships, barges, trains and trucks, listening to
workers, engineers, planners, politicians, and those marginalised by the global transport system.
We visit displaced farmers and villagers in Holland and Belgium, underpaid truck drivers in Los
Angeles, seafarers aboard mega-ships shuttling between Asia and Europe, and factory workers in
China, whose low wages are the fragile key to the whole puzzle. And in Bilbao, we discover the
most sophisticated expression of the belief that the maritime economy, and the sea itself, is
somehow obsolete. A range of materials is used: descriptive documentary, interviews, archive stills
and footage, clips from old movies. The result is an essayistic, visual documentary about one of
the most important processes that affects us today. The Forgotten Space is based on Sekula’s
Fish Story, seeking to understand and describe the contemporary maritime world in relation to the
complex symbolic legacy of the sea.
Downward Ascension (Ode to the Flaneur) by Lindsay Foster, 2010, duration 8:42 minutes

Lindsay Foster, Downward Ascension (Ode to the Flaneur), 2010, film still

“Purchased a vintage motor home, fixed it up and headed out to experience the unknown. That
was the romantic plan — escape urbanity, leave the studio and embrace the open road. Interested
in encountering wisdom within a temporary autonomous zone, questioning lifeworld and engaging
in existential quandaries, I set out to confront the idea of both outsider isolation and community.
The archetype became a way of studying relations — to strangers, the elements and the
psychology of symbols. Interwoven social roles, specifically that of the father figure, involving
power, respect and trust is foregrounded in this piece.”

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ON THE PARTICIPANTS OF POLITICAL SPEECHES 2014
Anastasia Ax
Anastasia Ax was born 1979 in Stockholm. She currently lives and works in Stockholm, Sweden.
Recent solo shows include Gallery Steinsland Berliner, Stockholm, 2014, Gallery SINNE, Helsinki
2013, Gallery Christina Wilson, 2010, Copenhagen and AM project space, Shanghai. Recent group
shows include Arezzo Biennale, 2013, ISSUE project room / Swedish Energies, NY, 2013,
EXPLOSION, Moderna Museet, Stockholm and Joan Miro Foundation, Barcelona, 2012, Bonniers
Konsthall (SRC) Stockholm, 2012 and Reykjavik Art Museum, Iceland 2010. In 2012 Ax was
awarded IASPIS one-year residency grant at ISCP, Brooklyn, NYC, while in 2010 she was
shortlisted for Carnegie Art Award.

Dean Allen Spunt
Dean Allen Spunt (born November 30 1981) is an artist and musician from Los Angeles, CA. He
was a founding member of the performance art punk group JEWS and band WIVES in 2000 and
started his Post Present Medium record label in 2001. In 2006, alongside Randy Randall he cofounded the band / project NO AGE who have toured the world and have played such venues as
The Museum Of Modern Art in New York City, The ICA in London and the Hammer Museum in Los
Angeles. Spunt’s recent solo practice has taken the form of sound generated into an immediate
physical object. In 2012 Spunt performed at The ICA in Philadelphia, USA. In 2013 he performed
at Public Fiction Gallery in Los Angeles, LAND (Los Angeles Nomadic Division) and at
PERFORMA 13 in New York City.

Allan Sekula
Since the early 1970s Allan Sekula’s works with photographic sequences, texts, slide shows and

sound recordings have travelled a path close to cinema, sometimes referring to specific films,
sometimes operating like a “disassembled movie”. In 2001 Sekula made the first work he was
willing to call a film: Tsukiji, a “city symphony” set in Tokyo’s giant fish market.
Sekula’s books include Photography against the Grain (1984), Fish Story (1995), Dismal Science
(1999), Performance under Working Conditions (2003), TITANIC’s wake (2003), and Polonia and
Other Fables (2009). These works range from the theory and history of photography to studies of
family life in the grip of the military industrial complex, and in Fish Story, to explorations of the
world maritime economy. The Forgotten Space is a filmic sequel to Fish Story.
Among other places, Sekula has taught in the Department of Photography and Cinema at the Ohio
State University, and since 1985, in the Program in Photography and Media at the California
Institute of the Arts.
Noël Burch
Born in the USA, Noël Burch has been living in France since 1951. He graduated from the Institut
des Hautes Etudes Cinématographiques in 1954. While primarily known for his theoretical writings,
he has always positioned himself as a film-maker and has directed over twenty titles, mostly
documentaries. Burch has been publishing since the 1960s. Among his numerous publications are
his first and best known book Theory of Film Practice (New York: Praeger, 1973), translated today
into many languages and often still referred to in the film teaching of many countries. And To the
Distant Observer: Form and Meaning in Japanese Cinema (Berkeley, 1979) which remains the
most robust history of Japanese cinema written by a Westerner.
From 1967 to 1972, he collaborated with Janine Bazin and André S. Labarthe for the celebrated
series Cinéastes de Notre Temps. It was during that same period that Burch was co-founder and
director of the Institut de Formation Cinématographique, an alternative film school associating
theory and practice.
From 1972 to 2000, Burch has taught film history and theory at various universities throughout the
world.
Lindsay Foster
Born in Seattle, Washington is currently a fellow at Akademie Schloss Solitude. She received a BA
in sociology from the University of Puget Sound, studied photography and earned her MFA from
CalArts in 2008. Her work has recently been shown at Limb Gallery - Hawaii; Abbaye aux Dames France; S1 Salon – England; The National Center for Contemporary Art - Saint Petersburg,
Russia; Kinipsu Gallery - Norway; Vox Populi Gallery - Philadelphia, PA; the 700IS Film Festival Iceland; the Los Angeles County Museum of Art; PDX Film Festival - Portland OR; Kontainer
Gallery - Los Angeles; AIR Gallery - New York and Los Angeles Center of Contemporary Art.

Political Speeches 2014 are part of
This is Not My Beautiful House exhibition
Anastasia Ax, Apostolos Georgiou, Socratis Socratous and Kostis Velonis
Duration: May 16 – September 11, 2014 (closed in August)
Opening hours: Wednesday – Thursday 18:30 - 21:00, Saturday 12:00 - 15:00
Kunsthalle Athena, 28, Kerameikou Street, Kerameikos - Metaxourgeio, Athens, Greece
www.kunsthalleathena.org
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